
Prep 2021 
School Tours would normally operate at this time, but due Covid 19, we are unable to have 
people attend.   We are very much looking forward to meeting you all in person.  In the 
meantime we hope that the ‘virtual’ school tour video and responses to frequently asked 
questions can tie us over. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions  
 
How many students are enrolled? 
Altona Primary School currently has about 620 students enrolled.  In 2019, 91 prep students 
were enrolled.  We are expecting similar numbers this year, which will mean 4 classes.  
 
What is the average class size? 
It depends.  We accept all enrolments in our zone, so we can not control the number of 
students enrolling.  We aim to have class sizes as small as possible in the junior grades, which 
means we do have class sizes about 25 in years 3-6.  We know that this is acceptable as 
students are developmentally independent at this age. 
 
Do you have a before and aftercare service? 
Yes.  We have currently partnered with an external provider, Team Kids.  They operate from 
7:00am until 6:15pm.  If your child is in prep, the educators from Team Kids collect your child 
from the classroom in the afternoon.  You can book directly with them on 
https://teamkids.com.au/ 
 
How does the day operate? 
The school opens the gates at 8:30am.  Students are expected to be in the classrooms from 
8:50am and lessons begin at 9:00am.  We have six 50 minutes sessions throughout the day, 
finishing at 3:15pm.  There are no 'set' eating times.  Students can eat and graze at the 
discretion of the teacher and the appropriateness of the age group and events of the day. 
There are two playtime sessions outside one at 11:30- 12:00  the other from 1:40- 2:25pm. 
 
How do you teach literacy and numeracy? 
All government schools follow the Victorian Curriculum 
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/.  Schools have autonomy over the manner in 
which we teach the curriculum areas. 



At Altona Primary School, we teach to the individual needs of our students in each of the 
curriculum areas. This doesn't mean we have 25 individual programs, it means that we assess 
your child’s learning needs and differentiate our teaching and learning program to suit those 
needs. 

Each lesson begins with a whole class focus. This is where the teacher discusses the learning 
intention and success criteria in which the children will work towards achieving. This is 
followed by explicit teaching of those outcomes and skills. After which they will be given the 
opportunity to practice those skills taught through authentic learning tasks. 

Within each concept taught the children are given personalised learning goals. How they 
practice these goals will vary within each lesson, for example, they could work independently, 
or with a partner, or within a small group. During this time the teacher works with a small 
group of students on a set instructional goal. 

An important part of learning is allowing the students to reflect, with their teacher and peers, 
on their understanding of concepts taught as well as the progress made toward their 
individual learning goals. This can occur at any time throughout the lesson. 

The teaching of writing and numeracy is taught using a similar approach, although the 
emphasis of numeracy is on the strategies and problem solving rather than just learning the 
algorithms. 

Altona PS is not just a school that focuses on academic success in Literacy, Numeracy and 
Inquiry based learning but also celebrates success in technology, The Arts, Sports and Music.  
STEM is integrated through Inquiry based learning. We are extremely lucky at APS.  Every child 
participates in a 50 minute session of Physical Education, Music, Visual Arts and Technology 
every week. This year we have introduced AUSLAN as our language program.  Students also 
go to the Library once a week to borrow books.   We are extraordinarily privileged for these 
programs to be well resourced and taught by highly skilled practitioners. 

 
What specialist programs do you offer? 
We are extremely lucky at APS.  Every child participates in a 50 minute session of Physical 
Education, Music, Visual Arts and Technology every week. This year we have introduced 
AUSLAN as our language program.  Students also go to the Library once a week to borrow 
books.   We are extraordinarily privileged for these programs to be well resourced and taught 
by highly skilled practitioners.   
 
Digital Learning  
The exciting Digital Learning program begins in the students’ first year. Prep students are 
exposed to various programs, such as Dash and Dot Robots, where they learn how to code 
programs to move robots around a series of challenges. The Prep curriculum also includes 



Pivot Animator, a program where students create their own characters and tell animated 
stories with them. As students move through the school, digital learning progresses to other 
interactive programs such as building and programming robots, 3D printing, game making 
and different forms of short film making. 
 
Visual Arts  
The visual arts program is an exceptional one as it compliments the many artistic focuses of 
the local Altona community. Every child can express themselves through artwork in a 
nurturing and inspiring environment. Early fine motor skills are supported through a wide 
variety of both 2D and 3D artworks. There is a strong emphasis on providing a wide range of 
artistic experiences for all ages, some of these include garden art, mosaic works, textile 
creations and artist study focuses. The art room is equipped with a new kiln. Students are 
often immersed in clay works to develop an understanding of the process from manipulation 
to firing and glazing their pieces. 
 
Music  
At APS we believe every child holds the ability to engage with and create music. Through 
learning instruments such as the ukulele, drums, guitar and keyboard, we encourage students 
to explore and build their own musical skills and preferences. We take a sound before symbol 
approach to make music accessible for everyone regardless of ability, resources and training. 
We are lucky enough to have a full recording studio set up in the school and encourage digital 
composition through the latest technology so students are able to develop and refine their 
own music identities. 
 
Physical Education  
Physical Education provides every child with the opportunity to develop, discover and refine 
a range of fundamental skills and strategic game sense. At APS we offer experiences in a range 
of both traditional and unique sports that students can build their abilities and confidence 
while discovering and exploring new experiences. We have opportunities for students to 
compete in the very competitive Williamstown District Sports Association in a large number 
of sports. The APS Physical Education program is designed for students to develop their 
physical attributes while having as much fun as possible. 
 
How do you teach respect and to get children to follow the rules? 
The school values are respect, resilience, responsibility, aspiration, gratitude and 
collaboration.  We celebrate students demonstrating those behaviours at weekly student led 
assemblies. 

We explicitly teach and model expected behaviours and follow a positive education approach, 
following SWPBS.  School-wide positive behaviour support (SWPBS) is a framework that brings 
together school communities to develop positive, safe, supportive learning cultures. When 



SWPBS is implemented well, teachers and students have more time to focus on relationships 
and classroom instruction. Students and staff benefit from: 

● increased respectful and positive behaviour 
● increased time focused on instruction 
● improved social-emotional wellbeing 
● positive and respectful relationships among students and staff 
● increased adoption of evidence-based instructional practices 
● a predictable learning environment with improved perceptions of safety and 

increased attendance 

At APS we will be working in partnership with all community members to begin our SWPBS 
journey to enhance our positive learning community and grow the VIBE. In 2020 we hope to 
achieve: 

● Establish clear and consistent expectations of student behaviours against each of the 
school values 

● Establish a clear procedure of responding to behaviour expectations 
● A whole school  system of acknowledgement positive behaviours 
● An SWPBS launch/ celebration event 

What happens if my child is bullied? 
All students at some stage or another can be rude, mean and exclude others.  At APS we see 
this as a teaching moment.  If a major incident occurs parents are contacted and a natural 
consequence is given in line with our expected behaviours matrix.  Bullying by its definition, 
means it is targeted and sustained. We follow a strict process to investigate all claims of 
bullying and bullying behaviour.  It is not tolerated. 

What does transition look like? 
Once enrolment is confirmed you will receive a survey asking for additional information about 
your child. We will also invite you in for an interview with a member of staff and your family, 
so that we can all meet each other.  There are four transition afternoons every Thursday in 
November. Parents are invited to attend 3 transition sessions. Transition One: Information 
session with the Leadership Team. Transition Two: Information session with the Friends and 
Family Committee. Transition Three: Information session with the Prep Team. 

Prep students do not begin until the second week of school.  They are invited to attend an 
interview with the prep teacher to complete some assessments, so we can determine their 
starting point. 
 
Do all the students play together? 
In the first few days of prep we spend time visiting different areas of the playground and 
teaching them how to play in those areas.  It is usual for most children beginning school to 
not venture far from the classroom and to parallel play rather than cooperative play.  They 



will often play with lots of children, and may come home and say that ‘no one played with 
me’ or ‘I couldn't’ find anyone’.  This is not always the case, they often play with many 
children, but not one in particular.  This year we trialled Year 6 students modelling play on the 
oval at lunchtimes.  The prep students really enjoyed being taught by the older students for 
the first few weeks. 
 
How do I get in the zone? 
Please check your address to find out if you are in the zone for Altona Primary School. 
https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/ 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have specific queries.  
 


